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Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Apr. 7 

Statement on the Fighting in the Darfur Region of Sudan 
April 7, 2004 

New fighting in the Darfur region of 
Sudan has opened a new chapter of tragedy 
in Sudan’s troubled history. The Sudanese 
Government must immediately stop local 
militias from committing atrocities against 
the local population and must provide 
unrestricted access to humanitarian aid 
agencies. I condemn these atrocities, which 
are displacing hundreds of thousands of ci-
vilians, and I have expressed my views di-
rectly to President Bashir of Sudan. 

For more than 21⁄2 years, the United 
States has been working closely with the 
Government of Sudan and the Sudanese 
People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) to 
bring peace to Sudan. This civil war is one 
of the worst humanitarian tragedies of our 
time, responsible for the deaths of two mil-
lion people over two decades. Achieving 
peace and reaching a just and comprehen-

sive agreement must be an urgent priority 
for both sides. 

The United States will move toward nor-
mal relations with the Government of 
Sudan only when there is a just and com-
prehensive peace agreement between the 
Government and the SPLM. All parties 
must also ensure that there is unrestricted 
access for humanitarian relief throughout 
Sudan, including Darfur, and the Govern-
ment of Sudan must cooperate fully in the 
war against terrorism. 

I continue to hope for peace for the peo-
ple of Sudan and for normalization of rela-
tions between Sudan and the United States. 
However, the Government of Sudan must 
not remain complicit in the brutalization 
of Darfur. I renew my call to Khartoum 
to bring the peace process with the SPLM 
to a just conclusion and to bring peace 
and justice to Darfur. 

Statement on the 10th Anniversary of the 1994 Rwanda Genocide 
April 7, 2004 

Ten years ago today, the world witnessed 
the beginning of one of the most horrific 
episodes of the 20th century, the 1994 
Rwanda genocide. A 100-day campaign 
waged by Hutu extremists tore Rwanda 
apart and resulted in the murder of at least 
800,000 Tutsi men, women, and children, 
as well as many moderate Hutus. This 
genocide also included systematic rape and 
sexual violence against countless Tutsi 
women and the orphaning of thousands of 
children.

The United States supports the people 
of Rwanda as they commemorate this hor-
rific chapter in history. We urge all states, 
particularly those in the region, to work 

with Rwanda and the International Crimi-
nal Tribunal for Rwanda to bring to justice 
those responsible for the genocide and to 
repatriate the thousands of displaced 
Rwandans. We also urge the international 
community to assist the survivors of that 
great crime as they continue to heal. The 
United States will continue to assist Rwan-
da in the unification of families, the pro-
viding of scholarships, the combating of 
HIV/AIDS, and the promotion of the rule 
of law. 

The United States joins Rwanda and 
members of the global community in this 
day of reflection. 
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Message on the Observance of Easter 2004 
April 9, 2004 

The Lord is risen indeed . . . 

LUKE 24:34

I send greetings to Christians around the 
world as they gather to celebrate the Res-
urrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus’ life and 
teachings continue to speak to every gen-
eration, and Christians believe his miracu-
lous Resurrection provides hope for the fu-
ture and offers us the promise of new life. 

Through His ministry and sacrifice, Jesus 
demonstrated God’s unconditional love for 
us. He taught us the importance of helping 
others and loving our neighbors. His self-
less devotion and mercy provide a remark-
able example for all of us. 

As families and friends gather to enjoy 
this Easter season, we celebrate God’s gift 
of freedom and His love that conquers 
death. For those who observe Easter, our 
faith brings confidence that good will over-
come evil and that joy is everlasting. Today, 
we give thanks for God’s many blessings 
and pray for His peace in the affairs of 
men.

Laura joins me in sending our best wish-
es for a happy Easter. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language version of this 
message. An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

The President’s Radio Address 
April 10, 2004 

Good morning. This week in Iraq, our 
coalition forces have faced challenges and 
taken the fight to the enemy, and our of-
fensive will continue in the weeks ahead. 

As the June 30th date for Iraqi sov-
ereignty draws near, a small faction is at-
tempting to derail Iraqi democracy and 
seize power. In some cities, Saddam sup-
porters and terrorists have struck against 
coalition forces. In other areas, attacks were 
incited by a radical named Muqtada Al 
Sadr, who is wanted for the murder of a 
respected Shiite cleric. Al Sadr has called 
for violence against coalition troops, and 
his band of thugs have terrorized Iraqi po-
lice and ordinary citizens. 

Coalition forces are conducting a 
multicity offensive. In Fallujah, marines of 
Operation Vigilant Resolve are taking con-
trol of the city, block by block. Further 
south, troops of Operation Resolute Sword 

have taken the initiative from Al Sadr’s mi-
litia. Our coalition’s quick reaction forces 
are finding and engaging the enemy. Pris-
oners are being taken, and intelligence is 
being gathered. Our decisive actions will 
continue until these enemies of democracy 
are dealt with. 

Some have suggested that we should re-
spond to the recent attacks by delaying 
Iraqi sovereignty. This is precisely what our 
enemies want. They want to dictate the 
course of events in Iraq and to prevent 
the Iraqi people from having a true voice 
in their future. They want America and our 
coalition to falter in our commitments be-
fore a watching world. In these ambitions, 
the enemies of freedom will fail. Iraqi sov-
ereignty will arrive on June 30th. 

In March, the Iraqi Governing Council 
signed a document that protects the rights 
of the Iraqi people, offers the timetable 
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